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According to Guatemalan Foreign Minister Mario Quinonez, his government continues to reject
dialogue with the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (URNG) until the rebels disarm.
In a brief July 11 interview with Cuban news agency PRENSA LATINA before Quinonez flew to
Panama, the minister said the rebels must first disarm and join the national political process before
the government will engage in any type of dialogue. For its part, the URNG has reiterated that
it will not disarm since the same social, economic and political conditions which gave rise to its
armed struggle continue, and because the military continues to hold power despite the facade of
civilian government. Quinonez said if the rebels wish to establish their own political party, they
will "be authorized to do so." Asked whether the government can guarantee URNG members'
safety upon disarming, the minister stated that the rebels would enjoy the same security provided
to all citizens. He added, "Anything more would be very difficult." On the number of violent deaths
reported in the media, the minister said that there have been "some cases" in recent months, which
he described as outcomes of "delinquency," rather than political reprisals. The political process in
Guatemala, said Quinonez, is being consolidated. He added that many exiles have returned the
country and are leading normal lives.
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